
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loch Vaal Club Boating Guide 

 

Purpose 

This booklet has been developed by the Loch Vaal 

Committee to establish the safety expectations, 

requirements and guidelines of all skippers so that the 

club can continue and improve its safety history. 

Safety is everyone’s responsibility – it does not fall on 

any one group – and the Committee strongly believes 

that safety is the result of safe conduct and abiding to 

the rules and regulations that guide the water ways of 

our beautiful country. 
 

 

 



 

 

Skipper Requirements. 
 

Being a skipper of a small vessel, the safety of the vessel and most 

specifically her guests is your responsibility. As the skipper, you must 

also ensure that the vessel is operated in accordance with the 

regulations and the local authority.  

 

As from 2009 any person who takes a vessel on to a South African 

Waterway must hold a South African Maritime Safety Authority 

Certificate of Competence.  
 

The Certificate of Competence ( or a certified copy ) along with the 

C.O.F. document of the vessel, must be on board at all times available 

for inspection. 
 

No person may operate a vessel if he/she is not physically able and of 

sound mental health. 
 

 No person may operate a vessel while under the influence of 

intoxicating liquor or a drug having a narcotic effect.  
 

As the person in charge of a craft on the water, you are responsible for 

the safety of your craft and its navigation as well as the safety of all on 

board and their conduct. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A skipper should; 
 

a) Report any accidents, serious injury (requiring hospitalisation) or 

fatality, or damage to property to the nearest police station, 

boating club and SAMSA within 24 hours. 

b) Keep clear and do not interfere with craft participating in an 

organised event. 

c) Brief your crew on emergency and safety procedures. 

d) Ensure all people on board are seated properly. 

e) Ensure sufficient fuel on board 
 

A skipper should not allow; 
 

a) A small vessel to be used in a way that might endanger or be of 

annoyance to other vessels or people on the water, bank or 

shoreline. 

b) More people on board than the vessel is licensed to carry  

c) A vessel to be left unattended unless moored or anchored 

securely. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Vessel Registration  
 

All vessels being launched at Loch Vaal Club must have a certificate of 

fitness  issued by SAMSA or by an authorised agency. The penalty for 

making use of an uncertified vessel is R10 000.00 or six months in 

prison. 
 

All water craft belonging to Club members must be registered with 

the Club and the necessary registration number along with the 

S.A.M.S.A registration numbers must be displayed on both sides at 

the stern of the boat or in some other agreed position. This number 

must also be displayed on the water craft trailer. 
 

The owner of the craft must ensure that the condition of the craft and 

her safety equipment and appliances comply with the regulations for 

the duration of the safety certificate.  
 

A vessel may only be used during daylight hours unless the vessel and a 

competent certified person and have the required lighting on the 

vessel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before launching your boat, there are legal requirements to be met: 

a) A competent person must be on board with a valid certificate of 

competency 

b) A valid survey certificate of fitness for the vessel 

c)  Registration number of both sides of the vessel, including LVC 

number. 

e) The trailer of the boat must be marked with the boat’s number, 

the owner’s telephone number, and your LVC number. 

f) If operating at night, the boat must be equipped with navigation 

lights 

 

Launching your Vessel 

a) Remove tailboard (when applicable). 

b) Loosen all the boat’s tie downs except the winch line. 

c) Check to see that the bungs are in and secure. 

d) Place all equipment on board. 

e) Ensure the engine is properly secured to the boat. 

f) Couple-up the fuel lines and test the engine.  

g) Reverse the vehicle down the ramp until the craft is ready to 

float off the trailer.  

h) Be considerate and remove your vehicle and trailer off the ramp 

or slipway without delay. Park your vehicle and trailer in an 

allocated parking area. 

I) Only once vessel is the water you may display or erect a 

RESERVED sign on the jetty or on the land. 

 

 
 

 



 

RULES OF THE “ROAD” 
 

The rules require that all vessels must at all times maintain a proper 

lookout by sight and sound. If the person steering the boat cannot keep 

a proper lookout, then he/she must appoint somebody to keep such a 

lookout and report all hazards immediately to him/her. 
 

All vessels must proceed at a safe speed so that proper and effective 

action can be taken to avoid collision.  
 

If two craft are meeting head–on, each craft is to make the necessary 

alteration in course in good time – course is altered to starboard and 

the two craft pass each other port to port. 
 

All boats are to travel in an anti-clockwise direction. 
 

No boat shall approach within 15m of another boat except 

When physical circumstances are such that the above-mentioned 

distance cannot be adhered to or Assistance is being rendered in an 

emergency. 
 

A boat is returning to or leaving the bank or jetty. 
 

In any of the above cases the boat speed to be reduced to 10 knots 

(13km/hr) 
 

 

 

 

 

No person shall jump or dive from a power-driven boat while 

under way 

 

All engines of a boat must be stopped before picking up a Skier.       

                                   

All passengers must be seated within the boat whilst underway 

 

A boat underway has right of way over a boat leaving the bank or 

jetty 

 

All boats shall keep to the starboard side (right) of the Barrage 

Reservoir 
 

 Boats  being  overtaken  must  maintain  the  same  speed  and  

course  until the overtaking boat has passed. 

 

Power boats shall give way to other craft on the water 

 

Boats must observe "NO WAKE'' zones where so requested as well as 

when entering or leaving petrol facilities 

 

A boat wishing to change course shall indicate to other affected 

boats 
 

 

 



 

Water-skiing 
 

Water-skiing can only take place on waters designated to do so, 

between dawn and dusk must be under the control of a qualified 

skipper. (meaning that the skipper is not the skier). 
 

The boat must always carry an observer of 12 years of age or older.  
 

The skipper must watch out for other craft or people in the water. 
 

The skier must be wearing a suitable floatation device. 
 

Must know the accepted hand signals. 
 

The tow rope should be 20 meters in length and you should not ski 

within 100 meters of another skier.  
 

Do not ski etc. within 30 metres of shore, a dock or swim area. 
 

Each craft must be equipped with a red flag (500mm x 500mm 
minimum), which is to be held up in the air when the skier falls into the 
water.  
 

No steel or other metallic rope shall be used in towing 

 

The pilot of a tow boat must ensure that the tow rope is stored 

quickly when not in use to ensure no damage is done to other 

persons or boats 
 
 

 

Jet skis or Personal Water Craft (PWC) 
 

The driver should be obeying all relevant information and rules set 

down for general power boating.  
 

It is required for driver and passenger to wear lifejackets at all 

times and to wear the kill switch.  
 

Only person 16 years and older and in possession of a skippers 

licence shall operate a Jet Ski.  
 

Yachts and Dinghies/Canoes/Kayaks/Surf skis 
 

Observe areas set aside for sailing and keep a good eye on children 

engaged in races.  
 

These vessels can move very quickly and turn on a dime. All 

children on board are to wear life preservers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 EMERGENCIES 
 

The law of the sea and the law of the land require you to go to the 

assistance of a vessel or person in distress. Failure to comply with this is 

an offence that carries a severe penalty. 

 

 You must exercise caution when deciding to lend assistance, and not 

endanger your own vessel or crew. Remember that your first 

responsibility is to save life, then property. 
 

When dealing with emergencies there are four basic actions to take and 

anything further will be dependent on the specific situation one is 

dealing with. 

1) Ensure that all people are accounted for (head count). 
 

2) Check for injuries and treat. 
 

3) Collect all essential gear (i.e. life jackets and ensure that they are 

put on in). 
 

4) Make a calm estimate of your situation and how to proceed. 

 

 

 

 

 

All accidents which occur on the Barrage Reservoir must be reported 

to the nearest Police Station and to S.A.M.S.A. 

Sun/Heat Protection 
 

It is important, especially if one is fair-skinned, to use a high 

protection factor sun block to provide sufficient protection from 

the sun’s harmful rays. The effect of the sun’s rays is twice as 

intense on the water as you have the sun shining from above and 

reflecting off the waters’ surface. Wear and reapply sunblock and 

wear a wide-brimmed hat to prevent painful burns. 
 

Heat exhaustion and heat stroke can be very dangerous. Heat 

exhaustion is caused by long exposure to hot or humid conditions. 

The patient tends to be fatigued, will be vomiting and will show 

signs of shock. Simply providing sufficient rehydration and moving 

the patient to a cool location will be the best treatment for this 

condition.  

 

When the condition worsens it becomes heat stroke and this is a 

medical emergency. At this point the patient has stopped sweating 

and the skin is very hot to the touch. The body has basically started 

to shut down as it cannot cope with the extreme conditions. 

Immediate cooling of the patient is necessary to assist the body to 

cool itself, treat for shock and monitor ABC’s and level of 

consciousness. 

 

 
 



 

 

Use of the Petrol Jetty. 

 

Safety in an around the petrol jetty is paramount and members are 

requested to obey the following rules: - 

 

The approach to the jetty must be from East to West. 

 

Approach speed must be less than 1Okph. 

 

The buoys at the jetty are for the user’s protection. Queue for petrol on 

the shore side of the yellow marker buoys. 

 

The area around the petrol jetty is a no wake zone. 

 

No skiing is permitted from the petrol jetty. 

 

No dragging of  water toys behind boats at the petrol jetty. 

 

No mooring of boats at the petrol jetty other than to purchase petrol. 

 

No Smoking 

 

No using of cell phones while taking on fuel 
 



 

Vessel Equipment Requirements  

- One life jacket/buoyancy aid, with a whistle attached, for each person 

on board 

- An anchor with a short length of chain (approx. 3 metres) and 30-50 

metres of anchor rope. 

- One 1.5 kg dry powder fire extinguisher per engine, serviced yearly. 

- If it is a single engine vessel, paddles or oars. 

- Capsize rope, one and a half times the length of the boat. 

- Inflatable and semi-rigid boats must have a pump and repair kit. 

- Suitable bailing device, if the deck is not a wet deck. 

-  Safety equipment to be marked with the vessels approved markings. 

-  Battery and fuel tanks to be in separate compartments. 

- Fuel tank to be of suitable material and SAMSA approved. 

- Built in fuel tank must be equipped with a cut off switch. 

-  Emergency steering system.  

A tool kit with: 

a) Selection of spanners from 6mm-19mm 

b) Spark plug spanner 

c) Selection of screwdrivers 

d) Pliers 

e) Adjustable spanner 

f) Aerosol water repellent and a tube of clear grease 

g) Duck tape 

h) Q20 

I) Spark plugs 

J) Emergency starter cord 

K) Fuses 

L) First Aid Kit, a well-stocked first aid kit is essential on every craft. 



 


